President’s Report

 Overview of 2007 and Outlook for 2008

2nd April 2008

The past year has seen some extensive work done by the MBPA and some major advances in the way we communicate with our members, local businesses, visitors to Main Beach, media and all levels of Government.
The Main Beach Purely Platinum brand, merchandise and website launch were successful initiatives which were developed to promote Main Beach, our business members and provide an information resource for tourism and local community issues. 
Finally the Main Beach sign at Narrowneck has been erected. The delay, since 2004, was due to the GCCC VeryGC corporate branding. We appreciate the GCCC putting this sign up to identify and promote Main Beach.
In the past year there were around 20 development applications at GCCC which were for Material Change of Use.  These applications are for relaxations to the town plan, including items such as extended height, site coverage intensity, and changes from residential to commercial.  The MBPA has been part of the Planning & Environment Court action in an effort to protect the alteration of the Town Plan to allow the conversion of residential property to a commercial 6 storey building, that is still awaiting Judgment.  This fight has cost the residents of Main Beach hundreds of thousands of dollars to protect their lifestyle, amenity and investment to prevent a precedent being set for the west side of Tedder Avenue.  We have met with the proponent of the 7 story building on the beachfront and contributed to the article in the Sunday Mail. However a Development Application is yet to be submitted to GCCC. The main component of Applications, which we have objected to, have been for duplexes maximizing the site, without due consideration of the impact on the amenity, shadowing or sustainability of resources for Main Beach.   Our goal is to provide our members and subscribers to our website with information on applications and how to object. Although the MBPA is representative of our members, the objection submissions from residents, and businesses, will send a stronger message that we want to protect the Town Plan from the continuation of compromised approvals by GCCC.

Following through on the progress that we have made with GCCC, we aim to familiarize all the Councilors, Mayor, CEO and Councilor Officers with the MBPA and our members drive for town planning protection is an identified objective for 2008.  Those of you who attended the Candidates Forum will recognized that the Local Area Plan (LAP) for Main Beach is a major Town Planning issue that the MBPA has been continuing to formalize through the Council, and we will be vigorously addressing again this year. Part of the LAP process has ignited influence by the State Governments’ Integrated Planning Act. We have approached the Minister for Infrastructure and Planning as well as the Minister for Local Government to meet with the MBPA to further define the Act and our rights to ensure its accuracy when GCCC are making Town Planning approvals and decisions.
We are and have been concerned about the GCCC Parking Strategy for Main Beach with residential amenity being reduced due to insufficient commercial patron and staff parking, so we’ll be continuing to work with GCCC to improve this during 2008.

Representatives form the MBPA have met with the Co-Ordintor Generals Department in relation to progress of the Gold Coast Marine Development Project, for the areas between the Yacht Club and Mariners Cove and Versace to Seaworld. A tender should be selected and the MBPA will be involved in the submission process of this in the near future.
We have also had representation during the Rapid Transit Community Consultation process and have information to distribute at the back. The updated information will provide us with the knowledge to continue to support particular aspects of the project that are important and would value your feedback on this issue.
Federation Walk Coastal Reserve continues to be a successful eco-tourism initiative, with valued financial commitments by GCCC and the State Government.  Lyn will provide more information on behalf of the Friends of Federation Walk Inc.
The Federal & Gold Coast City Council elections have both contributed a little disruption and nervousness to the community, especial with the change to the Federal Government.  However, our Federal Member, Division Councilor and Mayoral Candidate Forums were well received with around 100-150 people coming to listen to each forum.  Federal member for Moncrieff Steven Ciobo, Councilor Susie Douglas and Mayor Ron Clarke were all re-elected, which I think is recognition of their achievements as our government representatives. I would like to congratulate you all and look forward to continuing and developing our close relationship with you to set some major goals for Main Beach through your next term. 
I would also like to thank our State Government Representative, Member for Surfers Paradise, Mr John Paul Langbroek. Being in opposition is a difficult task, and John Paul continues to bring forward the concerns of the people of Main Beach to bring results. We look forward to targeting goals with you over the coming years for the benefit of Main Beach and its residents and businesses.

The MBPA will also be setting up links to the relevant websites and emails for easy access to your representatives. However, please feel free to write to us directly with your comments.

Membership - We have been targeting the involvement of more residents by distributing an invitation to our AGM and by hosting a complimentary cocktail party to encourage residents to see what the MBPA is all about and to become part of the Association.  In 2007 we distributed a mail out to almost 3,500 properties, including property owners, residents, body corporate, businesses in Main Beach, and this year we targeted Main Beach property owners who reside on the Gold Coast.

We continue to approach Main Beach businesses for their involvement and contribution to improving Main Beach. We had 15 Business members in 2007 and believe we can grow this sector of our membership to 25 in 2008. 

We now have several hundred households and businesses as current financial members of the MBPA. This is a massive increase in new members and almost quadrupling our “financial” membership from several years ago.  
I would like to acknowledge the presence and continued involvement by our long standing members.
The MBPA focuses on the needs of our current Members and our ambition is to provide you with updated information, so that you can protect your little piece of Main Beach.

Sponsorship - Over $3,000 worth of Corporate Sponsorship was injected into the MBPA this past year.  I would like to take the opportunity to thank Balloon Kings/Total Talent, Bank of Queensland - Surfers Paradise Branch, Keys Realty at Main Beach, Lexmark Indy, Southport Yacht Club and Wilson Allen Estate Agents for their support of Main Beach and the MBPA.  
The Association has been able to attract and secure Sponsors with our marketing initiatives and the promotion we can provide for them through newsletters, email, meetings and the website. 

Website - Over 73,000 hits to the website in the twelve month period from its launch. A hit happens when a person opens a page of our website. 6-6,500 per month during February and March in response to our mail out.  An example:  In the lead up to our Candidates Forum the search for Main Beach, Main Beach Events, Progress Association, ourmainbeach.com.au and GCCC election candidates contributed to 60% of information requests.

Direct requests for www.ourmainbeach.com.au  and referrals from Google and VeryGC are the three most popular methods of hitting our site.

The most popular of our pages is the real estate page! People just want to move here!!
Committee - The Committee currently meets once per month, where we formulate the months tasks/actions.  We have improved the efficient operation of the Association and the majority of the work will be completed by the MBPA Secretary.  
Our ability to attract and maintain sponsors has enabled us to reduce the pressure on the Committee by employing a Secretary.  

We need the valued input of our Members and the Committee, to ensure the MBPA remains a leading representative community group.

The contributions that have been made by the current Committee are overwhelming. Each has a valued and personal way of contributing, and to balance family, business, life’s sadness and joys as well as the MBPA is not an easy task.  I would like to thank the Committee if they can please come to the front: (Flowers presented to Committee)
Karen Conlon, Jocelle Richmond, Steve Gration, Bruce Wilson, Cate Hoyte & Lyn Wright.
Please stand and applaud to show them your appreciation for their volunteer hard work and commitment to MBPA.
Through the past year, we have been able to band together to do a great job. We have been vigilant, pro active and responsive, we’ve been ambitious and developed wonderful new initiatives that support the aims of the Association, and improved our value to Our members.

We have lobbied, petitioned, rallied, proposed and supported the aims and objectives of the Association with the upmost respect for our Members and in the best interests of the future of Main Beach, to protect its wonderful village atmosphere and to ensure Main Beach remains as the best place to live and work.  
I think that we did achieve what we have set out to do, and exceeded what is expected of us as a group.

I recognize and greatly appreciate the years of consistent effort, time and expertise you have all offered to ensure that Main Beach remains the jewel in the crown that we all love.  Special thanks to Karen, Jocelle and Steve who are stepping off the committee this year due to family and work commitments. 
I would like to thank our Honorary Auditor, Mr Tom Conlon, who has performed the MBPA’s Financial Audits for several years.  We greatly appreciate these efforts and I will be proposing a letter of thanks be sent to Tom at our next Committee meeting.
For myself personally, I have had the pleasure of being part of significant advancements and growth in the MBPA over the past five years. I have especially enjoyed the way the MBPA has thrived over the past twelve months , and I look forward to leading the MBPA through another year of positive success in 2008.

The Future - As an Association, as the representative body for our members, and as a protective force for the valuable village atmosphere, lifestyle and environment that has attracted more and more residents and visitors to Main Beach every day, our job for the next year will be uphold the high standard set for the Committee.   

I would like to return to a “grass roots” approach to sourcing feedback from the community. Concepts such as a Listening Post at the markets/Tedder Ave once a month and pursuing GCCC to allocate space for  Community Notice Boards, supporting MBPA, Federation Walk, Neighborhood Watch and the Main Beach Tedder Avenue Association, where necessary, and continuing with the distribution “What Do You Want for Main Beach” survey forms.
I would like to see the expansion of our Committee “Team” by initiating a “supporters” concept, where people who travel or have limited time can still actively participate without the pressure of attending monthly meetings. I hope that by encouraging “supporters” to familarise themselves with the Association, they may consider a formal committee role in 2009.  
Please welcome the new committee member Bill Nott and Secretary Maree Powell and supporters, Pam Benneche and Christyna from Carrington Court, with others who have been contacting us to volunteer.

I would also like to see increased activity from our members. We will be lifting our correspondence to members, with information on ways they can contribute, comment and will be coming up with new ideas, as well as asking our Members, for ways which would encourage more community spirit and involvement.

The positive promotion of Main Beach is also an agenda item. Dissolving the myth of Main Beach as being “tired” and reinvigorating the Main Beach - Purely Platinum brand is important. The pure environmental attributes of Main Beach – with the Beach, Broadwater, The Spit along with the high quality shopping and dining precincts showcase Main Beach as a wonderful place to live and work. We should be maintaining that message and protecting the attributes that have contributed to the attraction of the area. 
This is the Main Beach Progress Associations’ job – to ensure that Main Beach remains a safe and beautiful place to live, work and visit.

Thank You.
Liz Marshall
